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As the COVID 19 pandemic has impacted all aspects of American society, we wanted
our clients, as well as potential clients, to be aware of our plan to adjust to the
impact of the virus. We also want you to be aware of what is going on with the court
systems based upon information that has been given to us.

TUITE LAW OPERATIONS

Tuite Law will continue to be operational in the upcoming weeks. This could change
depending on directions from the Governor's office, the lllinois Department of
Public Health or the Center for Disease Control (CDC). We have been engaged in
planning for operations if staff is working at home. If that happens, we will have the
technology in place for staff to have access to client databases, including documents
and medical records. Staff, including attorneys, will be available by email and
telephone. We encourage people to stay at home in accordance with the CDC
recommendation of "social distancing." We also expect to have video technolog;r
available for client visits with staff member via Facetime and Zoom conferencing.
Whether by telephone, computer or video, our plan is to be available to our clients.

Potential New Clients

Currently we have potential clients come to our office for an in person consultation,
We will be offering potential clients a video consultation instead of a face-to-face
appointment. This will be available to people with Facetime or Zoom conferencing
on their personal computers or mobile phones. If interested in a meeting, we can
email you a link. People without this technology will be able to have a telephone
consultation. Documents can then be either mailed or emailed to the client for
signature and returned to our office.

In times of uncertainty, the attorneys and staff of Tuite Law will do our best to help
clients and potential clients navigate the uncertainties of the legal system. We look
forward to the opportunity to assist you.

Court Closines

Illinois Workers' Compensation

0n March t5,2020,we received a memorandum from the Illinois Workers'
Compensation Commission announcing the suspension of arbitration operations for
two weeks beginning March t7,2020. This will have the affect of halting hearings
on all workers'compensation claims in the State until March 3L,2020. Therefore,
the Arbitrators will not be appearing at any hearing sites in Illinois during that
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period. The Commission will be monitoring the situation and will work with the
Governor's office and the Illinois Department of Public Health to address the
situation. The Commission also announced that any statutory filing deadlines will
not be affected by these measures, and the Commissioner will continue to process
documents received by mail and email.

Our office will continue to monitor the situation and will adjust to any changes.

Social Security Administration

Unfortunately the situation with the Social Security Administration is not as clear.
Federal workers are being encouraged to "telework" from home. As far as we know,
Social Security hearing offices are not closing. We do know that the Administrative
Law Judges' union has asked to stop holding Social Security Disability hearings.
Therefore, as of today, we are assuming that hearings scheduled for March will
proceed. But, since the situation with the virus seems to change on almost an hourly
basis, we will continue to monitor the situation and post an update. All clients
should continue to follow through on obtaining any documentation or information
that we have requested you obtain. That documentation can be transmitted via
email, fax, or regular mail.

Circuit Courts

Again, procedures followed by the various circuit courts appear to vary on a circuit
by circuit basis. 0n Monday, March 1,2,2020, notice was given that the Winnebago
and Boone County Courts would remain open. On March L5,2020,the Winnebago
and Boone County Courts indicated there would be no jury trials until the week of
April 6, 2020. Attendance at criminal, civil and family cases on Monday, March l-6,
2020, would be optional, and no party or attorney would be penalized for not
showing up. fuvenile cases would proceed as normal. We expect further
information by the end of the day.


